Live Concert Report Instructions 
(portions of this assignment taken from the UTEP Department of Music)
Please follow these instructions closely as you prepare your report.  

You are assigned to attend one local concerts each quarter and write reports on them detailing your listening experience.  Choose from the following types of concerts:  
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	Classical orchestra (Weber State University/Utah Symphony/New American Symphony)
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	Instrumental solo or chamber music recital (WSU faculty and/or Senior recitals) 
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	Choral concerts or vocal recital (RHS, other District Schools or Weber State)
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	Wind ensemble/symphonic band (RHS, other District Schools, Weber State).


Unacceptable for written reports:  Popular music events, jazz concerts or rock concerts. (If you are unsure, ask beforehand.)  You must report on concerts attended between assignment due dates, ie. you may not report on a January concert for a March assignment.  Ditto for September/November, etc.  
Before the concert:  Try to find out what's on the program so you may consult your textbook beforehand about the styles represented.  This will enhance your listening experience.
At the concert: Take notes at the concert (on the program or a notebook) DISCREETLY.  Try to be as silent and polite as possible.   BE PUNCTUAL AND STAY FOR THE ENTIRE CONCERT.  Sometimes program changes are announced at the very beginning of a concert.  Also, take interest in being part of the social moods before, during, and after the performance.  You may be surprised!
At home: Write a report of approximately 250--300 words. (See formatting instructions below.)  Put your name, date, and course number (MUS 1010), single-spaced, at the top right of paper.
Content:   1st paragraph: Introduce the concert ensemble/ performer(s).  What, when, where, who.  Mention in general all the works on the program.  (Eg.: a vocal program of sixteen choral and small ensemble works spanning several style periods.  DON'T LIST ALL SIXTEEN; an orchestral concert consisting of  Ludwig van Beethoven's Fifth Symphony, Franz Joseph Haydn's Symphony No. 94, and Franz Liszt's Les Preludes. . .)  If you aren't sure of the genres, consult the textbook or, if you are stumped, ask your teacher.  Some genres are very difficult to classify.
 2nd and subsequent paragraphs:  Choose TWO works of different style periods to discuss.  For each example, introduce the composer first and place in his/her style period.  Ex:  J.S. Bach (1685-1750) was a German keyboardist and composer of the Baroque period.  Determine the particular style of the work (some eras like the 20th century have more than one style), the genre (symphony, concerto, opera aria, concert, etc.), the medium.  Identify and discuss musical terms, general elements, and specific style characteristics that you are learning in class.  If you discuss a vocal work, relate the music to the text.  Translate foreign titles and/or terms via internet language translation sites. Your skill to discuss musical terms will develop during the semester.       
 Conclusion:  Your subjective comments about the experience are appropriate here.
Due Dates:  Will be announced in class.  Work will not be accepted after that.  
What to turn in: Submit your handwritten notes with the report.  Attach the program and ticket stub.   IF YOU LOSE YOUR NOTES, PROGRAM, OR TICKET STUB--NO CREDIT.  Please staple all materials in a single packet to turn in.
Grading: 100-point scale. Grading is based on your attempt to hear for yourself and describe the musical elements covered in class.  DO YOUR OWN WORK.  Reports will be graded based on content, completeness of assignment, and meeting deadline.  Poor grammar, organization, and sloppiness will greatly lower your grade. Automatic zero for any type of cheating (copying from textbook or other source without citation, etc.).  
ATTENTION!
Documentation:  Use your textbook and program as main sources.  Preface borrowed information with:  According to Machlis . . ., or According to the printed program . . .  and put that information on a separate page at the end of the report. If the artist speaks from the stage, state, According to the conductor (concertmaster, soloist, etc.)  If you use ANY OTHER SOURCE--the internet or a published source, you must put a citation  on a separate bibliography page.  AUTOMATIC ZERO FOR PLAGIARISM.  MAKE SURE YOU UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF PLAGIARISM.
 Formatting Instructions
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	Each paper must be typed in black ink on white paper, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font or comparable, 250 words per page.
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	Top and bottom margins @ 1 inch, side margins @ 1.25 inches. (No large margins or fonts)
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	Put your name, MUS 1010, and date, (single-spaced) in upper right-hand corner. 
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	Place page numbers at bottom.
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	Staple the program from the concert and the ticket stub together. Please put your name on everything in case they get separated.  
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	Make a copy of your report, keep the disc file, and keep them in a safe place.  
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	ZERO TOLERANCE FOR ACADEMIC DISHONESTY.  


Common Concert Report Problems 
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	FAILURE TO FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS, incomplete assignment
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	Not reporting about the music, in terms of what you hear in the performance.

	[image: image14.png]



	Incorrect use of musical terms
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	Failure to assign musical genre, style period, and/or characteristics to works discussed
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	Too much composer biography, not enough about the music---BALANCE
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	Italicize titles and foreign language terms.
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	Two words that form a modifier are hyphenated.  Eg:  twentieth-century music. When used as a noun, don't:  the twentieth century.
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	Failure to cite sources correctly on the bibliography page.  Failure to paraphrase.  No bibliography page
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	General sloppiness shows!  Have someone else proofread your paper.
Good luck and have fun!!!!


